Dalston Lockdown News - June 2021 (Free Issue)

From St. Michael’s and St. John’s Churches

How does your garden grow? My garden is full of bluebells! It is also full of other things that we are wrestling
to hack back as they keep sprouting up again. I am very, very grateful to be surrounded by gardens, trees and
fields, the continual cycle of life and good clean air.
We moved back to Cumbria from a Canadian city called Mississauga. We loved the church and the people
there but the city often felt like a concrete jungle of strip malls and parking lots. The roads were huge and the
shopping malls were massive. As that famous poet and prophet nearly said, in so many places humanity has
"paved paradise and put up a parking lot."
There are lots of beautiful places in Canada but they all seemed to be a bit of a drive away from us whereas
here we feel like we are right in the middle of the beauty.
A much more important prophet told us "God saw all that he had made, and it was very good," and then he
rested. He planted a garden and put humanity in it, telling them to "work it and take care of it." That, to me,
puts an obligation on us to care for God's creation.
I hope everyone who reads this has the opportunity to enjoy the beauty of God's creation; there is a reason that
nature is a balm to the soul. I hope we will all take our share in nurturing and caring for God's creation. I hope
each of us finds space to give thanks for all that God has given. May summer be good for you and may your
garden grow in plenty. God bless.
Ben Phillips, Vicar 07936 099123

Dalston Methodist Church

Friends, on the 23rd May we celebrated the feast of Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit on Jesus’
disciples. It was a reminder that though there may be trials ahead in the Holy Spirit there was one who would
journey with them, strengthening and sustaining them as they went. The message is the same today. That as
we slowly return from lockdown and re-engage with our community we have one who goes before and with
us, the Holy Spirit. It is a comfort and a peace to know his presence continues with us. May the Spirit bring
that same sustaining strength to us as a community as we venture out in these days ahead. God bless you all.
Rev David Newlove, Minister 01228 585295

Foundation Governors for St. Michael’s School

The PCC of St. Michael’s Church nominates two governors to the board of St Michael’s Primary School. We
have a vacancy coming up. If you are a practising Christian and would like to be considered, please email the
vicar at vicarindalston@gmail.com
Ben Phillips

Dalston Festival

Great news, after discussions with the committee, we are pleased to announce we have decided to host some
fun activities for what is normally a full week of entertainment for Dalston Village Festival.
As the situation improves we hope to have more details of at least a couple of outdoor events.
The Scarecrow Trail will definitely go ahead, this year we are encouraging a Rainbow theme and hope as
many people as possible will have a Rainbow in their window or garden however elaborate! You can also
make a Scarecrow, decorate your door, gate, wheelbarrow etc. It's all about taking part and filling the village
with colour & character!! If you would like to be placed on the map just send us an email with your address!!
dalstonfestival@icloud.com
We are also planning on having the Champagne and Strawberries day in the Jubilee Garden on Thursday 12th
August, along with some entertainment for the children.
More details to follow regarding this and other events as soon as possible.
We hope to see you all there! Many thanks.
The Dalston Festival Committee

Cumberland Building Society

The Dalston Branch is now open on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. The hours will be 9.30am to 4pm with
closure for lunch between 1.30pm and 2.30pm.

Dalston Art Group

The Dalston Art Group will be holding an exhibition in The Victory Hall on Saturday 7 th and Sunday 8th
August. Please put the dates in your diary.

Dalston Show

The Dalston Show Trustees and Top table met to discuss the possibilities of holding our Show and as you
might imagine, all were extremely enthusiastic towards getting the Show up and running once again.
Regrettably however, it was concluded that the risks at this time remain high, not only from a financial point
of view but from the dangers of the unknown as far as Covid is concerned.
Despite indications that disease controls might be dramatically reduced by August or disappear completely,
the trustees felt that considerable uncertainty remained and that it would be unwise for us to proceed with all
the tasks and resulting costs involved, working to the rules as they stand at this time. There also remained
much doubt regarding what facilities we might be permitted to stage on our field and the Covid testing etc that

could be required for larger events. It was also felt that we would wish to hold a normal Dalston Show, rather
than a watered down and dramatically reduced version.
Whilst our hearts were very much for proceeding with our 2021 Show, our heads persuaded us otherwise and
hence the decision has been made to cancel our event due to be held on the 14th August.
This is extremely sad, as we know the return of Dalston Show would have been a most welcome relief after
the terrible year experienced by our communities.
Nick Utting, Secretary

Wreay Open Gardens - Sunday 27th June 2021 ~ 1pm - 5pm

This is a Covid compliant event. Tickets cost £3 and includes entry to all the gardens. Tea and cake will be
available on the day at Wreay Village Hall. Parking is available at the village hall. There will also be a plant
and a book stall. Children must be accompanied and only guide dogs are allowed.
Pat Geddes

Message from Julie Paisley, Headteacher, St. Michael’s School, Dalston

It was wonderful to welcome the children back to school in March after their enforced closure since January.
St. Michael’s really does not feel like itself without the classrooms full of the buzz of learning and the
playgrounds filled with the sounds of friends enjoying time with each other.
The staff at school were very conscious that for many of our children coming back to school after such a long
period was going to be very daunting. We planned the return with a focus on wellbeing and togetherness,
exploring the ideas of belonging and working together. Our aim was to make sure that all of our children were
in a headspace where they were ready to learn and to thrive.
Personal, social and health education and art played a central role in our curriculum over the first few weeks
and as you can see from some of the work that our Year Four class produced the children really outdid
themselves.
I am very pleased to say that despite the restrictions still in place St. Michael’s feels like it is bursting with life
once again. The children are happy and well settled and loving learning once more. We all have fingers and
toes crossed for a much more normal end to the school year and hopefully a far less disrupted year from
September 2021.
When I came back to school by Daisy Harvey (Class 4)
When I came back to school my heart was filled with joy. I had missed my friends and teachers throughout the
lockdown and as I went into the classroom my worries floated away. It was a little strange at first because of
the Covid rules, but I managed to get used to them as the months passed on. My maths has improved and my
English along with all the different subjects. When the rain came down from the sky we would always have
wet break this involves fun and games. At the moment we can't have breaks with other classes so we have the
playground split in half and two classes at a time get to go on the halves. I love being back at St. Michael's.

ART EXHIBITION & POP-UP CAFÉ
The Victory Hall, Dalston
Saturday 3rd July 2021 from 10am - 4pm

Exhibition of paintings and ceramics by two Dalston-based artists, together with a pop-up café with tea, coffee
and cake in aid of DEWODE, a locally based charity.
The Victory Hall Committee

Roots of Remembrance

Please remember that anyone in the parish who died as a victim of Covid-19 can have a tree of remembrance
for them planted in the parish. It can be recorded, by the RHS on a national map. Please write confidentially to
the clerk at Sue Milburn, Forge Green, Riverside, Dalston, CA5 7QG or email clerk@dalston.org.uk giving
the name, date and place of death of the loved one.
Dalston Medical Group - COVID Vaccinations
We are now inviting all patients of 18 years and over for their vaccinations to be administered at the local hub
- (Wigton Hospital). If you receive an invitation by text (SMS) you are advised to book your appointment as
soon as possible. If there are no appointments available please keep trying as the link will be updated as soon
as we get delivery dates for vaccine. If you have not received a text message please contact the surgery to
update your contact details. Please bear in mind that your second vaccination will be allocated 8 - 11 weeks
following the first dose. We have little flexibility about when the appointments for these will be made.
The supply of the second dose is linked to the date of the supply of the first one and we have no control of the
delivery times. For this reason we cannot bring forward or defer vaccination appointments. Please keep this in
mind when planning summer holidays etc.
The surgery has now opened the doors in reception and dispensary. It is advised to continue to book any
appointments needed via telephone and only come down to the surgery when invited to an appointment or you
are collecting /dropping something off.
Dalston Medical Group

Dalston Parish Council

The Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council was held as a face to face meeting in The Victory Hall on
Tuesday 18th May. The current government Covid regulations and rules made it impossible to hold the
meeting on 11th May. Parish Councils now have to meet face-to-face and not by zoom. The next Parish
Council meeting will be held on 8th June in The Victory Hall.
Chair, Dalston Parish Council

