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From St Michael’s and St John’s Churche

I doubt if anyone two years ago could have imagined what 2020 would be like. Christmas will be different to
any other we can remember. But Christmas and Advent may be more similar to the first Christmas. Mary and
Joseph did not have their parents and families present to welcome Jesus. The Angels had no church to sing in
and the shepherds worshipped Jesus in the stable of an inn. We are unlikely to have large gatherings or to be
able to meet in churches and parties. Yet, we can prepare to welcome Jesus without a choir, without a church
and without large gatherings of friends and family. We celebrate the birth of Jesus into the world and invite
Jesus into our lives, which means inviting him into our home, families, work and play. He can then redeem us
from sin, forgiving all that we have done. He brings light into darkness. He offers us Eternal life bringing hope
in fear and life in death. That is something to celebrate - something to be merry about.
My hope and prayer for you is that you will be able to find this light in the darkness and be able to celebrate
this Christmas. I pray that you can praise even if it is on a hillside, worship even if only in a humble home and
you can welcome Jesus even if we cannot gather to do so. God bless.
Ben Phillips, Vicar 07936 099123

Dalston Methodist Church

After our hoped for return to the Church we will now be holding our first service back on Sunday
6th December. It has been a long time apart and we are eager to return. Sadly, as restrictions stand all will need
masks and there will be no singing. But it will be good to be together and to be able to share around our
familiar advent texts. We continue to pray for our community and for the day when we can share more closely
and live more fully in our community. The vaccine may yet be our best Christmas present (apart from Jesus).
Rev David Newlove, Minister 01228 585295

Our Countryside

As we are in lockdown again and spending more time in our lovely countryside, please could we remind
members of the public of their responsibilities when using footpaths, closing gates behind them and in
particularly when they are off the beaten track. Dog fouling, as well as being unpleasant to other walkers can
cause pregnant cows to abort their calves. Please pick up your dog dirt and deposit it in a proper manner using
the bins provided and please ensure that you leave all gates and accesses as found - if in doubt, close it.

New Mums and Babies Group

A group to support new mums meeting in a covid secure environment. A chance to meet other new mums and
have a chat. We will meet at the Methodist Church on The Green, Tuesday 15th December, 10 - 11.30am.
This group is for parents of NON-MOBILE babies, up to approximately 6 months old. You will be required to
wear a mask whilst in the building. Please book in advance by phoning Margery 01228 711548.

St. Michael's Home & School Association

St. Michael's HSA are currently holding a Virtual Christmas Fair to raise funds for St. Michael’s School,
Dalston. A variety of stall holders (many of them local), are offering a huge range of gift ideas which would
make ideal Christmas presents. The Virtual Fair link can be found on the St Michael's Primary School website
under News & Events, Forthcoming Events.

Accident & Emergency

From 24th November A&E are encouraging everyone to think pharmacy, GP, go online 111nhs.uk or phoning
111 first before attending A&E. This a national campaign. However if it is an obvious emergency e.g. heart
attack, please do not hesitate to go straight there.

Christmas Trail of Carols and Prayers - St Michael’s Church

Each church window will have a representation of a Christmas carol, accompanied by the words of the carol
and a prayer. The church will be open every day until 4pm. By courtesy of local groups and individuals.

Electric Vehicle Charge Points - Charge My Street

Dalston have been delighted to be approached by Charge My Street who suggested placing Electric Vehicle
Charge areas in Dalston. They are a very helpful and accommodating community benefit society group who
have given the Dalston Parish Council a lot of advice and information. It has not been straightforward with the
Covid situation this year. Charge My Street has worked when possible to instruct all the many different groups
to install everything that is required. We now have two electric charging points on the Kingsway car park in
the middle of Dalston which is really good news in the current time of climate change. Anyone is free to use
the spaces and enjoy the amenities of Dalston at the same time.
If you are a key worker and would like to charge for free during the Covid-19 pandemic, please e-mail
hello@chargemystreet.co.uk with your name, address and phone number to have a system set up. To use the
chargepoints regularly, please subscribe to one of two packages to be billed directly by direct debit. A medium
user £30/month, (up to 136kWh per month, then 22p/kWh thereafter or a light user £20/month, (up to 86kWh
per month, then 23p/kWh thereafter). Please e-mail hello@chargemystreet.co.uk with your name, address and
phone number, then we will send a link to set up a direct debit. If you are an occasional user or visitor,
download the EO App to your phone, put in your card details and you are good to go, the cost is 35p/kWh.
Our chargepoints operate at either a maximum of 22kWh or 7kWh.

2020 Cumbria in Bloom Award Ceremony

2020 has been dominated by Covid-19. This has necessitated Cumbria in Bloom running a totally different set
of awards. With a complete lockdown starting on 23rd March it was clear that community gardening was going
to be different this year. Cumbria in Bloom decided to offer a digital facility for anyone in the county - groups,
schools, councils, private individuals - to submit a description of their activities, together with photographs,
to www.cumbria-in-bloom.org.uk. These website submissions could either be as a project for end of season
judging, or just as a story with ideas or thoughts. Alongside this CIB ran a photographic competition. The
response was really good with 55 projects and 40 stories submitted. At the Award Ceremony, conducted on
Zoom, Dalston in Bloom and members of the Dalston community were well represented. Two types of
certificate were presented - Digital Project Participation Certificates and Exceptional Effort
Certificates were awarded across 9 categories, including the photographic competition. Each category winner
received a £50 National Garden Gift Voucher.
An Exceptional Effort Certificate was awarded to Dalston in Bloom as the winner of the Variety of Projects
category. This was awarded in recognition for the work of many individuals and groups working across
Dalston. Winter and summer there are high quality and well-maintained planters and baskets throughout the
village and we are indebted to Mike Capstick and his team for this work each year. With a much-loved river,
churchyard, flowerbeds, wild flower meadows, woodlands and many open spaces Dalston is known for its
variety of wildlife. Specific areas include the Jubilee Garden, the Millennium Garden, both maintained by
dedicated members of the Dalston and District Gardening Club led by Stewart and Jenny Hudson, Bridge End
with private gardens, a wild flower meadow and at least two kitchen gardens, including one at Forge Green
with a bee hive and another in the village Sheepfold, looked after by Bobby Nichol. The standard of tidiness is
exceptional and the whole village is litter free thanks to our dedicated volunteer litter picker, Stephanie Diver.
Ronnie Auld won an Exceptional Effort Certificate for his pictures of white tailed bumblebees in flight and
the Dalston Black Red lupins in the Jubilee Garden.
Participation Certificates were awarded to Dalston in Bloom volunteers for everything achieved at Bridge
End, Gardening Club Volunteers for the Dalston Jubilee Garden, Dalston Millennium Garden and Woodland
Copse by Stewart Hudson, Trevor Wright and Steve McLeod, Ivan and Jean Johnston for St Michael's Church
Flower Beds, Trevor Wright for a wild flower bed, Kingsway wooden plaques and stonecrop (sheepfold),
photographs and Dalston in Bloom for the high standard of planters and hanging baskets.
Dalston in Bloom was also recognised by the Royal Horticultural Society and awarded a special Britain in
Bloom certificate for inspiring others in 2020.
Ronnie Auld

New Business of the Year 2020

Congratulations to Jill Glencross, Funeral Director, 16 The Square Dalston CA5 7PY for winning this award.

Victory Hall & Recreation Centre

The Trustees of the Victory Hall would like to thank those of you who have felt able to register to support the
hall through Amazon Smile. We’d like to remind you that this is a time of year when many of us are buying
Christmas presents and more of them than ever will be bought on-line so please consider registering and
choosing the Victory Hall as your chosen charity. You will have seen that the Rec has also registered, they too
are worthy of remembering so please try to support one of us. To register just follow this link: https://
smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1171079-0 and choose the Victory Hall.
Victory Hall Trustees

Dalston Medical Group

Did you know Dalston Medical Group offer Online Consult?
This is a system simply accessed via our practice website or via the Patient Access app. Our online
consultation platform gives patients access to a wealth of clinical content/advice. It also allows you to complete
straightforward forms that you can use to detail your queries and concerns and submit to us. A GP will then
contact you within 2 days with a response to your query/concern.
With patients sharing essential information, we are much better able to triage them to the right person so that
they can receive the right advice, right away. Combine this with the fact that patients also have access to
resources that can help them better manage and understand their own health.
Online Consult could help us to reduce unnecessary appointments
* This service is for non-urgent queries only.
* We will aim to respond to your query within 2 working days.
* You must be over 16 to use this service, although you may use this service to contact the practice about a
person you care for who is under 16
* You must be registered as a patient with Dalston Medical Group
* You must be currently living in the UK
https://www.online-consult.co.uk/org/dalston-medical-group
Follow our Facebook page under Dalston Medical Group

Dalston Parish Council

The office will be closed from 24th December to 4th January for the Christmas holidays. In case of emergency
please phone 01228 712846.
Chair, Dalston Parish Council

