
1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure

exceeding f25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at

the end of each financial year in accordance wilh Proper Practices.

2.TheAnnuat Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

The Annual lnternalAudit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.

. ; :., , is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,

Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2023.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding f25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding t25,000. but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or
is requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2023. Reminder letters will incur a charge of f40 +VAT:

. the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

. a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2023

. an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements

. notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

. Annual lnternal Audit Report 2022123

Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor. Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Sectionl, Section 2 and Section 3 - ExternalAuditor Report
and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on

the authority website/webpage

Before 1 July 2023 authorities must publish:

. 1 .: -

Not later than 30 September 2023 authorities must publish.

- Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate
.:,,. ' .; .:., .: . .:.. int;luciinq er-iv 3rler-idntents as a resuli of the ltntrteci assurance revle\t/

It is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual lnternalAudit Report, page 3.

The Annual Governance and Accountability Return constitutes the annual return referred to in the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015.
Throughout,thewords external auditor'havethesamemeaningasthewords'local auditor'intheAccountsandAuditRegulations2015.

*for a complete list of bodies that may be smaller authorities refer to schedule 2 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
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The authority must comply wtlh Proper Practices in completing Sections i and 2 of this AGAR Proper
Practices are found inthe Practitioners'Guide- whrch is updated from time to trme and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the frnancial year-end and the subsequent work by the external auditor

Make sure that theAGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty)and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly rnitialled

The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

Use the checklist provided below to review the AGAR for conrpleterress crefore returning it to the external
auditor by email or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2023.

The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved on the same day or brefore the Accounting
Statements (Section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references.

The Responsible Financial Offrcer (RFO) mr-rst certify the accounts iSection 2lbefore they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order: consider, approve and sign the accounts.

The RFO is required to commence the public rights period as soon as practical after the date of the AGAR approval

You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chairman, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.
Make sure that the copy of the bank reconoliation to be sent to your external auditor wrth the AGAR covers
all the bank accounts lf the authority holds any short-term investments note their value on the bank
reconciliation The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box B on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provrded of any difference between Box 7 and
Box B. More help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners' Guide- .

Explatn fully stgrrrfrcant variances in the accounting statenrents on page 5 Do notlust send a copy of the detaileo
accounting records instead of thrs explanation The external auditor r,vants to know ihat you understand the
reasons for all variances lnclude complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance
lf the bank reconciliation is incomplete or variances not fully explained then additional costs may be incurred
Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried fonward from the previous year
lBox 7 of 2022) equals the balance brought forward in the current year tBox 1 of 20231

The Responsible Financral Officer (RFO) on behalf of the authorrty must set the commencement date for the
exercise of publtc rights of 30 consecutive working days whrch must rnclude the first ten working days of July

The authority must publtsh on the authority websrte/webpage the rnformairor.r requrred by Regulatron 15 (21

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the period forthe exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2023.

Have all highlighted boxes have been completed?

Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period
forthe exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?

Has the aLrthorrty. upprourt of thu ,aaor,,tr,tg stalerrre,rts beerr corifrlned by
the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?

Has an explanatron of significant variations been published wi-rere reqr-rired?

Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2023 been reconciied to Box B?

lnternal AuditReport Haveallhighlightedboxesbeencompletedbytheinternalauditorandexplanationsprovided? /
Section 1 For atry statement to which the response is no has an explanatron beerr pr-rblrshede /
Section 2 : Has the Resporrsible Ftnancial Offrcer signed the accoLrntrng statements before

presentation to the authority for approval? /i

Has an explarratron of any difference betlveen Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sectionsland2 Trustfunds haveall ciisclosuresbeenmadeiftheauthorityasabodycorporateisa ..,.. I

, 
sole managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unress reqetested 

N{A

.Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.gov.uk or from www.ada.org.uk
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DALSTON PARISH COUNCIL

dalston.org.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2023, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis

of an Jssessment of iisk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures and controls

in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2022123 has been carried out rn accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.

On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internalaudrt conclusions are summarised in this table. Set

out below are the objectivLs of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all

significant respects. ihe control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
to meet the needs of this authority.

I .1, Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

!. This authority complied with its financial regulations. payments were supported by invoices .l' 
Ie1q91!jur9 was gpproved and VAT was applopliately accounted for.

This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving rts objectives and revtewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

,., The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against

1!S_!.99gStye:_Egggryr,91tq4,q1gllqervelryei_e,9!!!!11t9,
Expected income was fully received. based on correct prices. properly recorded and promptly

! q1[" {11lq ULy,e sjeplgel4e I y a cco u n te dJo r.

Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounted for -r}rEe€ ARE No .-A5Ft 1'(r\uai\r-rrcu5
Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals. and PAYE and Nl requirements were properly applied.

Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained

Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year

Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting basis (receipts
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit
trail from underlying records and where approprrate debtors and creditors were properly recorded

lf the authority certrfied itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2021122, it metthe
exemptioncriteriaandcorrectlydeclareditself exempt. "',.,,,.r':r",,:!:::. i::r':'.-:,<i.'1;ir'-:'

The authority published the required information on a websiteiwebpage up to date at the trme of the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legrslatron. i

ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations

-_-.--.-
:r The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2021,!22 AGAR I i

il_

(For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) - The council met its responsibilities as a trustee

Date(s) internal audit undertaken

2710612022 17t04t2023

Name of person who carried out the internal audit

David H Couling

Date i L .-- \: )"' t3Signature of person who
carried out the internal audit

rc I )l
For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

*lf the response is'no'please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control
identified (add separate sheets if needed).
**Note: lf the response is'not covered'please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned: or. if coverage is not required, the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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We acknowledge as the members of:

DALSTON PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with

respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2023, that.

We have put in place arrar'rgernents for effective firrarrcial
management during the year, and for the preparation of
the accounting statements.

We maintained an adequate system of internal control
including measures designed lo prevent and detect fraud
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper
Practices tlrat could have a significant financral effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its flnances.

We provided proper opportunity during the year for
the exercise of electors' rights in accordance with the

- _ T! y1i1:11: _.1h9_19:9-Tt'jl ql1qf :s u |ati on s

We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those
rtsks, includtng the introdLlction of intenral conlrols ar.rd/or

We maintained throughout the year an adequate and
effective system of internal audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

We took appropriate action on all matters raised
in reports from internal and external audit.

We considered whether any litigation. liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
durirrg or after the year-end. have a firrancial impact on
this autl.rority and. where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statemenls.

(For local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. ln our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsjbilities for the fund(s)/assets. including
financial reporting and. if required, independent
examination or audit.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on:

09t05t2023

and recorded as minute reference:

L-O /2:1

dalston.org.uk

prepared its accounting statements in accordance
with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
for safeguarding the public money and resources in
its charge.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

during the year gave all persons interested the oppoftunity to
inspect and ask queslions about this authority's accounts.

consrdered and docuntented the ftnancial and other nsks tt

faces and dealt with them properly.

arranged far a con'tpetent person ndependent of the finanaal
controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
external audit.

dlsc/osed everything it should have about its business activity
'1 during the year including events taking place after the year

end if relevant.

has met all of its responsibilities where, as a body
corporate, if ls a so/e managing trustee of a local
trusf or frusls.

Signed by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given:

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

chairman C.-

cterk S NluLburyl
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Balances brought
forward

(+) Precept or Rates and
Levies

(+) Total other receipts

DALSTON PARISH COUNCIL

74,795 84,161

77,933,i 81,674 !:11,.?::"::' ,f p,u??p! (or for tDBs 'itii i,,iriii",t

Total balances and reserves at the beginning or tnfias recorded in the financral records VZlue riust atgree toBox 7 of previous year.

received or receivable in the year. Exclude ,,iy gnnt,
received.

Totar income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook ressthe precept or rates/levies received (line 2). tnitiJ" un1grants received.

Tota,l,expendituru o, puy.",nti ,iau to ina on oenaif

:,::! ::li:17": t.,?fu1" eross sa/aries u,a *ri["",

49,759 95,020

t-t Statf costs

28,060 30,549
employers Nl contributions, employers pension"

"_?!t!lb_!, 
o! t, g ra t u i t i e s a n d s e v e ra n c e' p a y m e n t s(-) Loan,"tur*il"pitri

repayments
8,660 8,660 ly la I 

e x,o y a i t, * ; pi;;t 
" 

.r 
" " 

p6;d * b ;J---made during the year on the authority,s iiro,*ig, 1,f 
"ny1(-) AII other payments

(=) Balances carrieJ
fonvard

Totat expenditur" ni-81 ,606 | 77 ,40r ;;;;,i::: 
"i#:Z:{:r,i,r,!;i:,X' f"iil,Ji"::r,!,7:;i,

84,161 144,240 :Z'::'fi::ii"; iil.lf.'f,*"'"t th";;; ort;" i;;; Must

Total value of cash and
short term investments 113,677 167,709

The sum of all current and depitsit bank accounts, cash
1"^!,0::r_:^r:g-:h,ort 

t.erm investments hetd as at 31 March _
!::tgree with bank ,""on"iiiaii.""'" "
7L-

503,230 507,726

fh" 
"rttt;;i;;S ,capital balance as at 31 March of att n;ini82,227 7 5,637,, ; ;;'*;';; ;: : ;8," i : :fr: ; : f ;',; r";,

,!" yr,?? of al the pr.p"^;n; *k"iy .;;, _7;;;rt
up of all its frxecl assefs anc1 long tenn rir*irr"",,f. r, ,t31 March.Total borrowings

Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

silulz> | certirv that ror the vear ended 31 rv1-crr ziz^s the Accounting r conrirrn.rh"t ;".";:;;; ;,",ements rvereStatements in this Annuat cou.rnrn.e ,"d;;;";;t"b,,Lr,,,, 
i approved by this authorrty on this date:Return have been prepareO on eitner a receipts and payments 
;or income and expenditure basis fottowing the guidance in r

Governance and Accountaoiritv i", srrrer Authorities _ a i 
0910s/2023

practitioners, Guide to proper'pr""ti-"", and present fairlythe financial position of this authoriir. 
-- " rv vrsrsrrr rdrrry 

I as recorded rn nrinule reference:

;::::f,g[",=f"'ai:?,,;"#"i;fJXcerberore beins i co /4
l'nt\r-r :i't-F=.{- i^--: n-(t-'r1 
i ;1n1"0 by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting

Date -3 \-\*1 ,.; i'Ef'"tr*5'rrswrrerelne,)\

Annual Governance rnd;).:99un,ability Return 2l2zl23Form 3Local councirs, rnternar Drainage e"iiod ;"i other smarer Authorities- Page 5 of 6

llea*.rcund
boxes btank and rcport t0.or uitiJani-s."iit'iiun" *u"t
lqree to undedying finanqat rccords.

Notes and guidance
31 March

2023
€

Year

3't March
2022
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section 3'Externar Auditor Report and certificate 2022t23
ln respect of Dalston parish council

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit office (NAo).A limited assurance review it not 

" 
r,lii"i"i;,'o.ry audit, it does not ctnstitute an audit carried out in accordance withlnternational Standards on.Auditing rux a ri"ir;o; ano nence it atu" not provide the same rever of assurance thatsuch an audit would' The UK coueinineninal'ietermineo tn"t u ro*Li rever of assuran"e ti,"n t'nrt provided by a fu,statutory audit is appropriate tor trose tocaipunri. oooies wiiir'tr;l;;; tevets of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2of the Annual Governanceand Accountabilitv Return in accordance *iin'Nnii nrdi,i'6J;ffi;'fr"te 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAo onbehalf of the comotroller ,rJ-nroit"i' 'benerat. 
ncN 

"6i"is 
avairabre from the NAo websitehttps://www.nao.org.uk/code-auoit-practiJ")"grioun""-and-information_for_auditors/.

This authority is responsible fo.r ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a::il*r?::Tl*"tl["Jifl-T;["J rn""",in"iitv p,"pr,". an Annuar co,",.,i,n"L;;;;;,,tabirity Return in
' summarises the accounting records for the year ended 3.r March 2023; and
a;;ijr" 

and provides assurance on those matters that 
"r" 

l."r"u"nt to our duties and responsibilities as external

2 External auditor report 2022123

3 External auditor certificate 2O22lZ3
we certify/-{6--664-asrr$fr that we have completed our review of sections 1 and 2 of the Annuarf:J;Jxilffi,;[1,*1t?:?llly;:::myfiTiliT;:J:::'.',.""ibirities ,noei tne Loca, Audit and

lf rqoone

External Auditor Signature //A*
Annual Governance and Accountability Return ZO22l23 part 3Local councils, lnternal Drainage goaios 

"nJ 
o,n",. Smaller Authorities*

23t08t2023

On the ba

ffig:ffiUli.:T::i*:l*r#t***S::,.:in:,1; l:-._i.,abi,ty Return is in accordance with theI:ru:E,[?;1fl#"",11$ml*:lj*;#;;"";t:1ffii3tiffi?::iTJ,',y,::lH,f,i[?::,:,*1ti::#j[,[;

Other

Section 2 of the AGAR was initially submitted without the Trust Fund discrosure in Box 11a compreted, and Box
ll?;ty:::",*'::^:il:liy.^l1i^'_y,_1,1r#; ,Jio,itt"o with a ,No, 

answer to Box 1 1a and ,N/A, ene,rro. +^ e^v 4 { kwhich was in rine with our expectations and ; il;::['IJ;H"?:":::Hj,:il liilj.'N/A'answer 
to Box 11b

The council left a period of time between approval of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return and thecommencement of the Public Rights perioi. rn-e euoit anJ nccJu-,,tl'neguruti;;r 10;6,;;itn rz (3)(a) andpro.per practices require that folloiving approvat'of the netur, ihi- ;ri; Rights period shourd commence as soon
ffi: ffi:iT:Yj'rX','ffi:5#:lj3!t? into consioeration tne ma,riaii.y incrusion 

";th;;;;i10 workins days or
The lnternal Auditor has 

-slgned 
off the Annual lnternal Audit Report 2o22l23after the Annual Governance andAccountabilitv Return 2o2it23;;; ;p;;;;;: rhis meani il" ;;il" d 2o22t23report was not avairabre forreview and consideration-with tne rorm. i"r 

"r"rilv, 
it;ilffi5lir,,n" statements in section 1 AnnuarGovernance Statement refer to tii" pr"ri"r"lel.s internar audit report.

External Auditor Name

Date
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